New light on the Müller cell.
The fluorescent phenanthridinium dye, ethidium bromide, selectively penetrates Müller cells. Since the dye has a marked affinity for nucleic acid, the nucleus stands out brilliantly when retinal tissue sections are viewed in the fluorescence microscope. The monoazide derivative of ethidium bromide is known to have nucleic acid binding properties similar to those of the parent compound. On this basis a plan for photoaffinity labelling is put forward. Its relationship to the problem of the genesis of the electroretinogram is discussed.